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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-665
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: September 26, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: September 28, 2017
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendments
Bill Summary: The bill repeals existing Ordinance Code Section 123.102 – Fees Established – and replaces it with a revised Section 123.102 providing that all City fees can be accessed electronically on the Finance and Administration Department’s web site at a designated city fees link. The bill amends Ordinance Code chapters 124, 158, 191, 250, 307, 320, 462, 518, 650, 655, 656, 667, 744 and 802 to remove specific fee amounts and to insert the link to the fee information on the City web page. 
Background Information: Ordinance Code Section 106.112 requires the Finance Director to review all City fees every year to determine if they are recouping at least 85% of the cost of the covered service, and requires that each fee recouping 85% or less of the full cost of the service be increased by the greater amount of one-third of the difference between the existing fee and actual cost to the City of providing the service or the amount of the increase from the previous year resulting from the preceding calculation, but in no event shall the increase result in a fee greater than the actual cost to the City of providing the service relating to such fee.  The Finance Director is also authorized, for each existing fee found to be generating equal to or more than 85 percent of the actual cost to the City of providing the service relating to said fee, to increase the fee amount by up to the annual percentage change in the Consumer Price Index. The Director files the fee changes with the Council Secretary and they become effective upon that filing unless the Council enacts an ordinance to the contrary.

The intent of this bill is to place a link in the Ordinance Code (accessed by most users electronically via the City’s web page) to a fees page on the City’s web site that will be kept up to date and thereby will eliminate the need to amend scores of sections of the Ordinance Code annually as the fee amounts change. This bill does not add, eliminate or change any fees, and does not affect the annual fee review process.
Policy Impact Area: Accessibility of City fees
Fiscal Impact: The bill does not change, add or eliminate any fees. Some savings may be realized on the City’s contract with Municipal Code Corporation as a result of a reduction in the number of pages required to be updated (both on the Code web page and in hard copies printed for supplements to the paper code books) each year due to fee changes.
Analyst: Clements
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